The Story of Craig Reece’' s Progression

Hello, my nameis Craig Reece. For those of you that haven't read my other
letter, | am a 24 yearsold ex-offender who successfully completed the late
C-FAR programmein Devon. | am proud to say that mainly because of that |
am now getting a new life.

From my last letter you may remember that | was successful in my application to
join the Army. My training started on 14" August 2006 and | completed the 14-
week initial training on 17" November. Thiswas by no means an easy cour se.
Thetraining was very intense and demanding, especially in physical fitness. |

am pleased to say that | kept my standards high and completed what the Army
call CM S (R) with good reports. Thisl couldn’t have done without many of the
subjectsand skills | wastaught at C-FAR which, incidentally, | no longer haveto
remind myself of asthey now come easily and are part of my every day lifeand
thinking.

| look back and cannot believe the change in myself and my lifestyle. It ishard
to believe that two yearsago | was sat in prison waiting for release with no
prospects and no future. Now, thanksto C-FAR | am a happy per son, holding
down a securejob with a securefuture and | am working hard to catch up on the
years| lost through my criminal activity.

Recently | spent a weekend in Belgium on a Battlefield tour which | really
enjoyed learning about. In January | am dueto go skiing for aweek in Italy
with the possibility of entering the Army Championshipslater in the year.

| am also about to undertakemy cat C and E driver training after which | will be
posted into the Field Army. From therel intend to complete the’ P’ Company
Parachute Cour se and then the Royal Marines All Arms Commando Cour se.
Although these ar e recognised as amongst the two most physically tough cour ses
in the British services, | am determined to complete them. None of thiswould
have been possible had it not been for what | learned at C-FAR and my thanks
go to all the staff who encouraged and supported methere.

It isthat type of cour se that ex-offendersneed so that they can change our lives.
| only wish that the Gover nment would under stand thisand listen to peoplelike
me. Hopefully they will in thefuture.

Regards,

Craig Reece.
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